
 

 
October 28, 2018 Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time Lectionary: 149 Gospel MK 10:46-52 
As Jesus was leaving Jericho with his disciples and a sizable crowd, Bartimaeus, a blind man, the son of Timaeus, sat by 
the roadside begging. On hearing that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out and say, "Jesus, son of David, have 
pity on me." And many rebuked him, telling him to be silent.  But he kept calling out all the more, "Son of David, have 
pity on me." Jesus stopped and said, "Call him." So they called the blind man, saying to him, "Take courage; get up, Jesus 
is calling you." He threw aside his cloak, sprang up, and came to Jesus.  Jesus said to him in reply, "What do you want me 
to do for you?"  The blind man replied to him, "Master, I want to see."  Jesus told him, "Go your way; your faith has 
saved you."  Immediately he received his sight and followed him on the way. 

 
Spiritual Reflection: 
The opposite of love is not hate, but indifference. Indifference creates evil. Hatred is evil itself. Indifference is what 
allows evil to be strong, what gives it power. - Elie Wiesel.  See how the crowd did not care anything for Bartimaeus until 
Jesus shows an interest in him.  Their not caring led them to treating Bartimaeus in an unchristian manner. 
Spiritual Questions: 
1.  Why does Jesus ask Bartimaeus what it is that he wanted?  Would it have been pretty obvious? 
2.  How do we treat people that we wish would just go away? 
3.  How should we act knowing that Jesus cares for everyone especially those that others have rejected? 
4.  How can you encourage others to come closer to Jesus? 
5.  What would you do if you regained your sight?  Bartimaeus followed Jesus would you?  
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